
Wesleyans joined the world 

in responding to the devasta-

tion which destroyed at least 

10 Wesleyan churches and 

school buildings and dam-

aged many more. Several 

members of Wesleyan 

churches, or their relatives, 

also died in the quake. 

Wesleyan medical centers in 

Haiti responded to the crisis 

by setting up triages and 

treating the wounded.  

 Here in the US, members of  

The 7.0 Magnitude earth-

quake that struck Haiti on 

Tuesday, January 12th was 

one of the worst in the West-

ern hemisphere. Over 

230,000 persons lost their 

lives and numerous institutions 

and buildings, including 

Haiti‟s Parliament building,  

were either destroyed or 

damaged.  As the proud na-

tion pleaded for help the 

world responded with an 

outpouring of generosity.  

Wesleyans respond to Haiti’s crisis! 

President’s Message – Gloria VanDeCruze 

Greetings! 

First let me say thanks to 

every one for the outpouring 

of love and support you ex-

tended to us during our time 

of sorrow. It has truly been 

said “The load is lighter when 

shared.” May God bless you 

richly. Many thanks again for 

the way in which you sup-

ported our Christmas Celebra-

tion at Thomasina‟s. We were 

able to realize our goal. Our 

Annual Prayer Breakfast will 

be held on Saturday, Febru-

ary 20th, 2010. We hope to 

see you there at 9 a.m. at 

Jamaica Queens Wesleyan 

Church. Please remember to 

give all announcements for our 

newsletter to Bro. Leonard 

Lewis at llewis676@aol.com. 

In Christ, 

Gloria VanDeCruze (President) 
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local Wesleyan churches 

made contributions to their 

Districts towards the Church‟s 

emergency relief fund. 

To place the nation of Haiti in 

true historical context, Sir 

Hillary Beckles‟ provided 

insightful background infor-

mation on Haiti‟s political and 

social development.  

We are encouraging individ-

ual contributions to be sent to 

Rev. Pierre Ferdinand, senior 

pastor of: 

Pilgrim Wesleyan Church,  

951 Ocean Avenue 

Brooklyn, NY 11226-6795 

718-462-1573 

  

 

http://silvertorch.com/haitiquake-1.htm
http://silvertorch.com/haitiquake-1.htm
http://www.houghton.edu/news/articles/20080415.asp


Weôre making it easier for 

persons to contribute to the 

scholarship program. Three 

categories of sponsorship 

have been created to allow 

greater flexibility for persons 

to support the Guyana schol-

arship program. First is the 

Full Sponsor category where 

persons make a $600US an-

nual contribution to sponsor 

student to attend secondary 

school. Co-sponsorship is the 

second category when two or 

more individuals join together 

to make the $600US annual 

contribution. Let us know if 

you would prefer to share the 

cost with one or two other 

individuals. General Spon-

sors is the third category 

when individuals pledge to 

make a fixed annual contribu-

tion to the Scholarship Gen-

eral Fund.   

 

Sponsors may opt to make a 

lump sum annual contribution 

or two semi-annual contribu-

tions. The deadlines for all 

contributions are November 

and May of each year.  

 

Persons interested in becom-

ing scholarship sponsors may 

contact: 

Mrs. Gloria VanDecruze 

gvandecruze@aol.com,  
 

or 
  

Ms. Sharon Richards 

sarichards1@aol.com 

 

Three types of  Scholarship sponsors 

A Student Says “Thank You!” 

books, my uniform, etc. It also 
aided in paying for my trans-
portation to and from school 
and extra lessons, which I 
needed to enable my learning 
skills. If this scholarship was 
not present in my Secondary 
(School) life I don't possibly 
know (that) what would have 
beheld my learning and stud-

ies. This scholarship has done 
much for me and it really as-
sisted my mom who is a single 
parent, to ensure that her chil-
dren get a proper education 
and this scholarship has made 
this possible. On receiving this 
scholarship, my tithe is not an 
optional thing, but a must that 
cannot be surpassed.  
 
This scholarship has also en-
able(d) my siblings to gain 

something, anything worth-
while having. It has also been 
used to help some less fortu-
nate children in my neighbor-
hood who have received a 
meal, a pen, a pencil or 
maybe an exercise book, 
which may seem little to give, 
but meant much in these chil-
dren's lives and has given 
them hope and a chance to 
learn.  
 
I must however let you know 
how special and privileged 
you have made me feel. 
Thank you for making it possi-
ble for making me stay in 
school, because of your timely 
gesture, which has also moti-
vated me to always strive for 
excellence, to take my grade 
up, keep hold(ing) on to 
Christ, to be the best God 

wants me to be. I however 
hope that one day I will be 
able to return this kind ges-
ture to someone in need of it. 
Once again a heart felt thank 
you for all you have made 
possible for me and may God 
continue to bless and prosper 
you (as you) continue to labor 

in His vineyard. 
 

 

Showana Spencer thanks  

POMS’ scholarship sponsors 

on behalf of scholarship 

recipients at the Centennial 

Celebrations.  

 A pleasant good morning to 
everyone present here today. 
Today I stand before you with 
a (heart) full of gratitude, 

because of the kind gesture 
that I was privileged to re-
ceive from the present and 
overseas members of the Pil-
grim Overseas Missionary 
Society for the past years.  
 
I must however say that this 
scholarship has truly fitted its 
purpose, which gave me bet-
ter access to educational fa-
cilities, such as stationery, text 
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Montage of POMS Scholarship 
recipients.  

I MUST 

HOWEVER LET 

YOU KNOW 

HOW SPECIAL 

AND 

PRIVILEGED 

YOU HAVE 

MADE ME FEEL.  

Ms. Showana Spencer 



Brother Sydney,  
If you could only hear us now, 
what we failed in life to say.  
We did say thanks for your 

friendship, your wisdom , and 
your shared fun.  

We ignorantly lived in silent 
gain.  

As you inspired us to run.  
 

Your pilgrim days are over, your 
journey is complete,  

Youõve left a legacy behind that 
no one can deplete.  

We saw the Father beckoning, 
you heard Him calling you home,  

In confidence, assuring 
strength, we watched you say 

òno more.ó 
òItõs time to meet my Savior, 
Heõs blest me more than enough, 
Just count how much, more than 

three score and tené. 
I responded as God told me 

whenó 
 

Like the flowers of the field, 
mans days on earth are brief  

As you oft indicated to us, you 
looked forward for reliefé 

Relief from pain, for eternal 
gain, no longer of manõs frail 

flesh  
With celestial form, in mansion 
high, no longer need to cry, or 

sigh,  
But, here on earth, your loved 
ones, try, and try, and cannot 

help, but cry.  
òSee the blessings, more than I 

could ever have hoped to re-
ceive, 

Loving wife, children and my 
delightful eleven grandsé 

I know they may often shed a 
tear...just because I am no 

longer here,  
But, rejoice for me, I served 
the Lord, I was faithful in His 

care.ó 
 

I, as a friend, hear a distant 
echoing voice, in unison display, 

I listen to them speak with 
pride, and this is what they say,  

òDead he is, but our Dad lives on 
in us.ó 

We the daughters, we are the 
sons, we the children -in-law as 

well. 
We grand -children eleven, will 

neõer forget, 
How softly he spoke, how wisely 

he lived, and over us did fuss.  
We are Esther and Brian, 

Samantha and David; Grace, and 
Emmanuel;  

Samuel and Monette, Esther, 
Joshua; 

We are also Ralph and Lucy, 
Josiah, Emily, Samuel;  

I am Eunice,  
Leon, Niasha and Sidney too;  
Denise and Nicky and Neo,  

And Norma;  
With sibling Margarie and 

brothers two.. Ahead of you I 
go. 

But, òno man is an island,ó just as 
the poet said,  

Those illustrious Delph -in-laws, 
softened your very bed.  

Sherlock, and Leon, Michael and 
Keith, with Wendy and Godwin 

such glee. 
So many times, oõer decades 

long, we looked on, and we did 
see. 

The enviable bond, united 
stance, and the sweet camara-

derie.  
We failed to congratulate òayo 
disóé.such example fa awee. 
And friends, those Christian 

siblings, of half a century 
spread, Preceded you, awaited 

you, reached heavenõs shore 
ahead. 

No need for loneliness, with 
Christ in view, and such sweet 

fellowshipõs see. 
Arnold Fredericks, Patrick 
Fowler, Alwyn VanTull, Leon 

Jones, Doreen Abrams, Gloria 
Abrams, Reynold Toppin, Bridget 

Andries, Joy Delph, Gloria 
Lewis, Rita Eversley, and oth-

ersé 
And of course, Bro. Rodney, Sis 

Bacchus...mentors to you and 
me. 

They walked with you, they 
gaffed with us, moulded our 

very talk,  
Such heritage on earth was 
ours, even though we did not 

often say,  
òThank you brother Syd-

ney,;;;Thank you! 
Weõll always remember you pray. 
That which you bonded here on 
earth, weõll continue on our 

knees,  
For Donald and Hagarõs eldest 

daughter,  
For your children, and grand -

children too.  
Like Job, youõve prayed at 

length, in Ernest, and in faithé 
To build a tower around them 

strong,  
To protect them, keep them 
narrow and in the straighté 
Till they meet you at heavenõs 

gate.  
Your un-answered prayers will 
still ascend, Weõre entwined 
with loveõs strong cord. 

Like Joshuaõs declaration, òme 
and my house will serve the 

Lord.ó 
For we are your brethren, we 

shared your path,  
We were privileged to gaff, be 

stimulated, and to see.  
As your witness strengthened 

our spiritual walk.  
.  
 

A tribute to Bro. Ralph Sydney VanDeCruze - by Kenneth Daniels 
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 Carlton Alphonso Heyliger  

1917 - 2010  

 

Carlton Alphonso Heyliger was 

another Guyanese stalwart who 

began his pastoral ministry in the 

Pilgrim Holiness Church on the 

island of Leguan in 1949. He won 

the respect and friendship of the 

East Indian community in which he 

served; and through his ministry 

two of the first Indo -Guyanese 

became pastors in the Pilgrim 

Holiness denomination, now known s 

the Wesleyan church.  

 

He later developed 14 preaching 

points along the Pomeroon River 

and served in the prison ministry 

on the Essequibo coast. In Linden, 

he became a leader of his 

denomination and a mentor to the 

young pastors. In the early 1960s, 

he envisioned an evening school to 

meet the educational needs of the 

adult church members. This school 

has now evolved into a Theological 

Seminary. Preaching the virtues of 

self -help, he built church buildings 

one brick at a time.  

 

Pastor Heliger loved poetry, 

classical literature and a good 

debate. He was a labor leader in 

the 1940s, risked his life during 

the civil unrest of the 1960s, 

which preceded Guyanaõs 

Independence, to protect the 

racial minority, and challenged his 

congregants to do the same.  

 

He came to the United States in 

1970 and accepted pastorate of 

the Church of the Nazarene in 

Rand West Virginia in 1972. In 

1975 he moved to East St. Louis to 

pastor the Edgemont Grace Church 

of the Nazarene where he served 

for 28 years.  He retired from 

active ministry in 2003 after 54 

years of service.  

 

He leaves behind his wife, Elaine, 

of 67 years, 9 children, 17 

grandchildren, 11 great grand 

children, 3 sisters -in-laws, 1 

brother -in-law, and over 50 nieces 

and nephews.    

 

When Carlton Alphonso Heliger 

died on January 27th, 2010, he 

left some very large footprints to 

follow.  

 

[Reprinted, with slight 
modifications, from original 
Obituary.]  

Bro Ralph Sydney VanDeCruze, 
died 12/24/2009 



per person 

Rooms (4 persons) - $147 

per person 

Room (5 persons) - $136 per 
person 
Children - $62 
Please note that meals are 
included in the above quotes. 
Pricing for transportation will 
be provided at a later date.  

 

Persons planning to attend are 

strongly encouraged to submit 

a commitment fee of $25.00, 

at your earliest. Payment in 

installments is also accept-

able. Final deadline for all 

payments is April 1st, 2010.  

 

Payments by check must be 

POMS Annual Convention 

and Business Meeting will 

once again be held at the 

Country Cupboard Inn in 

Lewisburg, Pennsylvania. We 

will be meeting on Memorial 

Weekend, May 28-30, 

2010. Plan early to attend 

this special event where you 

would have the opportunity 

to meet and fellowship with 

those you have not seen in 

ages.   

Boarding & meals for the 

event are as follow: 

Room (1 person) - $307 

Rooms (2 persons) - $199 

per person 

Rooms (3 persons) - $165 

made out to POMS with 

„Convention‟ written in the 

memo section.  

Send payments to: 

Mr. Frank Richards, Treasurer 

944 East 34th Street 

Brooklyn, NY 11210 

718-434-6462 

tigseed@aol.com  
 

or 

Mrs. Gloria VanDeCruze, 

President 

189-17 Mangin Avenue 

St. Albans, NY 11412  

718-454-7678 

gvandecruze@aol.com 

 

Annual Convention & Business Meeting at Country Cupboard 
Inn, May 28-30, 2010. 

c/o Mrs. Gloria VanDecruze 

189-17 Mangin Avenue 

St. Albans, NY 11412  

Phone: 718-454-7678 

E-mail: gvandecruze@aol.com 

Weõre on the Web! 

www.pilgrimoverseas.org 

The Pilgrim Overseas Missionary Society is a non-profit organization whose mission is to support the 

work of the church in Guyana. Over the last 25 years it has helped build and repair churches, sup-

ported development projects at Camp Wesleyana, sponsored children and youths attending camps, 

offered scholarships to high school students, and made annual contributions to the Ruimveldt Children 

Home and Care Center. The current executive board members are: 

President - Gloria VanDecruze ; Vice President ð Leon Jackman 

Treasurer ð Frank Richards; Secretary ð Sharon Richards 

Youth Coordinator & Assistant Secretary ð Grantley Trotman 

Members at large: John DõAnjou, Devian Daniels, Kenneth Daniels, Leonard Lewis, James Sydney 

The Executive Committee meets every third Saturday of the month. Any member can attend the Execu-

tive Committee meeting by simply notifying the President.  

Country Cupboard Inn in 
Pennsylvania.  

PROMOTING A LIFESTYLE OF HOLINESS 

P I L G R I M  O V E R S E A S  M I S S I O N A R Y  S O C I E T Y   

http://www.pilgrimoverseas.org
http://www.rchcc.org/
http://www.rchcc.org/

