
with the nostalgic Christmas 

tunes so familiar to us.  

We welcome news about your 

achievements and milestones, 

historical tidbits and inspiring 

thoughts, new beginnings and 

endings. News from across the 

seas or from here in the US are 

all welcome.  

Let us also hear your ideas of 

what should be included in the 

newsletter. Would you like to 

see a special forum? A special 

section? Then feel free to rec-

ommend an idea to be included 

in future issues of the Pilgrim 

Overseas Missionary Society 

Newsletter. 

 In addition, we would like to 

hear your voice, so please feel 

free to submit articles for publi-

cation in this newsletter. 

Email your comments or articles 

to Leonard Lewis, at 

llewis676@aol.com. 

This newsletter endeavors to 

keep our members informed 

of activities, programs, and 

news that are of interest to 

them.  In this issue we high-

light two of our regularly 

planned programs: the An-

nual Convention & Business 

Meeting, and the Scholarship 

Program. Read about the 

history and progress of the 

scholarship program for stu-

dents in Guyana and what it 

means to the scholarship re-

cipients.  

Also, you would not want to 

miss the upcoming Christmas 

Dinner on Dec. 5th when the 

melodious pans of the High-

light Vibes band serenade us 

Welcome to our first issue! 

President’s Message—Gloria VanDecruze 

Greetings, 
It was such a delight to see so 
many of you at our Annual 
Convention and Business meet-
ing this year.  God truly 
blessed our sessions and as 
always, the fellowship was 
great.  We look forward to 
the 2010 convention which will 
be held at the Country Cup-
board in Lewisburg, Pennsyl-
vania. 

The next event on our calen-
dar is the Annual Christmas 
Dinner on Dec.5th,, 2009  This 
event will be held at 
Thomasinaõs Catering in 
Queens, New York and we 
have an exciting program 
planned. This yearõs proceeds 
will again benefit The Ruim-
veldt Childrenõs Home and 
Care Center.  I encourage you 
to come out and enjoy a won-

derful evening with family 
and friends while supporting 
the orphans at the Ruimveldt 
Home and Care Center.  
Thank you for your prayerful 
support of POMS and our 
projects.  Please be sure to 
forward items for our newslet-
ter to Dr. Leonard Lewis.  I 
look forward to seeing you all 
at Thomasinaõs on December 
5th.  

Picture of POMS executive 
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JOIN US AT THE AN-

NUAL CHRISTMAS DIN-

NER ON DEC. 5TH, 

2009. 

PRAYER BREAKFAST ON 

SATURDAY, FEB. 20TH, 

2010.  

ANNUAL CONVENTION 

AND BUSINESS MEET-

ING ON MAY 28-30, 

2010.  
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SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 2 

SCHOLARõS HIGH-

LIGHTñCALVIN PITT. 
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PASTORõS APPRECIATION 
DAY-SHERLOCK H. DELPH 
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POMS FACTS 4 

NEXT ANNUAL CONVEN-

TION & BUSINESS MEET-

ING 
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Since the scholarship program 

began five years ago, 20 Guy-

anese students have benefitted 

from scholarships offered by 

POMS.  

Students submit applications 

for the scholarships in Janu-

ary of each year, and they 

must meet stringent eligibility 

requirements in order to be 

selected. These include the 

submission of a written essay, 

attendance at a local Sunday 

school or youth program, a 

pastorôs recommendation, and 

acceptance into a high school.  

Selected scholars each receive 

$600US annually to help de-

fray school expenses such as 

travel, books, and meals.  

Fourteen (14) students cur-

rently receive scholarships 

since the others have already 

completed their CXC exams. 

Two graduates of the program 

have began pursuing studies 

at the University of Guyana.   

Scholarship sponsors may 

make a lump sum contribu-

tion of $600 annually, or 

make two semi-annual contri-

butions of $300 each. The 

deadlines for contributions are 

November and May of each 

year.  

 

Persons interested in becom-

ing sponsors may contact: 

 

Mrs. Gloria VanDecruze 

gvandecruze@aol.com, or 

  

Ms. Sharon Richards 

sarichards1@aol.com 

 

The Scholarship program 

Dear POMS: A student says thanks! 

Apart from providing financial 
resources POMS had given me 
the encouragement to stay in 
school and in church.  POMS 
have also helped me to gain 
courage within myself, knowing 
that there is a group of persons 
who are expecting me to do 
excellent in all aspects of life, 
so that I may reflect Christ in 
everything I do. 
There are so many things 
POMS have allowed me the 
opportunity to do, with my 
church and school.  I have had 
some of the most wonderful 
times of my life by meeting new 
friends and learning more of 
the Christ, because of POMS. 
You guys have made me feel 
wanted in this life and you 
made me know that my life has 
a purpose.  You have helped 
me a great lot.  In my last lines 

of the letter I will like to ex-
press my gratitude for having 
you as a part of my life.  May 
the Lord continue to rain His 
blessings upon you.  May He 
see your labour and reward 
you according to His riches in 
glory as we continue to praise 
His name and trust in Him al-
ways. 
May He provide you with eve-
rything you need to continue 
the work of the Lord. Amen! 

 
In my last words I give you all 
my gratitude. 
For deciding to take me as a 
part of your organization ð I 
thank you. 
 
For having meetings deciding 
how you are going to help us 
here in Guyana ð Muchas gra-
cias! 
 
For encouraging me to stay in 
school and church ð Muchas 
gracias! 
 
For holding prayer and fasting 
meetings ð Muchas gracias! 
 
For allowing me the opportu-
nity of going to camp ð 
Muchas gracias! 
 
For visiting Guyana leaving 

your work behind, because of 
us ð I thank you! 
 
For everything you did that I 
did not mention ð I thank you! 
 
And most of all I thank God 
for giving me you! 
 
THANK YOU! 
Yours in Christ, 
Calvin Pitt     

Calvin Pitts, one of the schol-

arship recipients, in a letter to 

POMS eloquently expressed 

the students gratitude  for the 

scholarship program:  

Dear P.O.M.S. 
I bring greetings to you in the 
precious name of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who is 
soon to come. 
It is sad to know that it is al-
ready five years since I have 
been a part of POMS.  How-
ever, it is great joy knowing 
that I am part of such an or-
ganization as the Pilgrim Over-
seas Missionary Society who 
has dedicated their time and 
resources so that the people of 
Guyana can be provided with 
certain provisions, such as fi-
nancial help through scholar-
ship given to students in the 
different Wesleyan churches in 

Guyana. 
This scholarship has benefited 
me in many ways by providing 
finance to complete my studies 
in school.  I am glad to say that 
because of POMS I have com-
pleted my studies in St. Jo-
sephõs High School and I am 
now undergoing my CXC ex-
aminations, writing ten subjects. 
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Scholarship recipients along with 
POMS representatives at the Centen-
nial Celebrations in 2008.  

APART FROM 

PROVIDING 

FINANCIAL 

RESOURCES POMS 

HAD GIVEN ME THE 

ENCOURAGEMENT 

TO STAY IN 

SCHOOL AND IN 

CHURCH.   

Calvin Pitt and his mom.  

http://www.uog.edu.gy/


On Sunday, November 14 th  2009 

the Jamaica -Queens Wesleyan 

Church held its Pastorõs Appre-

ciation Service with the theme 

òWhat Our Pastor Means to Usó.  

In keeping with this theme, 

actual footage of testimonies 

from senior citizens commenting 

on how Pastor Sherlock Delph 

ministered to them at the Grace 

Homes for the Elderly was 

shown.   

The Jamaica -Queens Praise and 

Worship group led the worship, 

after which the service fea-

tured a biography of Pastor 

Sherlock Delph, delivered by his 

daughter, Sister Hazel Delph, 

and a medley of special selec-

tions honoring him and his 26 

years of service to Jamaica -

Queens from representatives of 

all segments of the church.  Of 

all the items presented, the solo 

performance by 4 year old Kelly 

Anne was a joy to behold.  

Other items included a song by 

Sisters Natasha Bankay and 

Kristie Ranchurejee, and an 

instrumental performance by 

the Douglas family.   

What was different this year, 

was that the service of other 

pastors associated with this 

church, Reverend Ormond Mor-

ris, Assistant Pastor, Pastor  

Tyronza Murray, Director of 

Christian Education, Reverend 

Ronald Williams and Reverends 

Hunte were also recognized 

during this service.  All of the 

pastors were presented with a 

token of appreciation from a 

grateful Jamaica -Queens con-

gregation.  Reverend Sister 

Hunte then delivered an urgent 

message reminding the congre-

gation that their pastors were 

in need of their support at all 

times.   

Bro. Kenneth Daniels penned 

words that captured the ex-

pression of love from all in this 

service towards Pastor Sherlock 

Hugh Sylvanus Delph, when he 

stated: Today we go beyond the 

norm, ôtis not just another Ap-

preciation Day.  

 

This moment we focus our 
words, our carefully constructed 
sentences, paragraphs of com-
bined thoughtséa feeble effort 
to place in words, the multitude 
of brain intention to say to Pas-

tor Sherlock Hugh Sylvanus 
Delph, how much, how very much 

we appreciate you.  
 

Weõve known for many years, 
more than 175, 000 days é.and 

counting,  
but, the more we think, the 

more we recall how you shared 
with us your all.  

Fellowship after church, guitar 
and singing lurch, surveying in 

grounds of green  
Guyanaõs bush, black sheep in 
Wales, or Scotlandós highlands 

sceneé 
 

It is  not enough, my mother 
taught, to assumeé.., and silent 

be, 
It never was the accepted 
deedé..Indeed it never will be. 
To be un-invited into the heart 

of another, allowed to share 
your thought  

To partake in the development 
of spiritual growth even when 

none was sought. 
To benefit from theodolyteõs 
sight as we survey distance 

along. 

To enjoy fingers on guitarõs 
strings, and Sherlockõs melodi-

ous songé.. 
It certainly is un -acceptable for 

us to silent beééé. 
 

Sherlock Delph, our pastor, 
our brother, our friend,  

We magnanimously appreciate 
thee.  

 

Our own growth, over decades 
of years, has better been for 

thee.  
For, in times of tests, of 

storms, of  stress, our resolve 
takes strength from thee.  

 
But how often have we, timid 
we, taken time and courage to 

sayé 
òThank you, Sherlock, for exam-

ple lived, for advice, knowing 
that you prayó 

We feel the results as your 
prayers ascend , with our names 

entwined within  
Your steadfastness, integrity 

and love, has oft kept our 
hearts from sin.  

 
But, lest we again assumeééin 
error, that your strength is all 

alone, 
Recall the ancient sage declare, 
òFrom Adam, God took a bone.ó 
A help meet, in deed and fact, 
your òJocelleó behind the 

scenes. 
A wife essential for man to 

grow, stabilizing guiding force 
we know. 

Just ask Hazel, hear Jo Ann 
whisper, allow Dwane to demon-

strate  
How their character developed, 

how as a family, they partici-
pate.  

The family of our Sherlock, 
children and your mate..  

Today, tomorrow, and always, we 
thank you, we appreciate.  

 
. 

 

Pastor’s Appreciation Day — by Myrna Callendar 
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SHERLOCK 

HUGH 

SYLVANUS 

DELPH, WE DO 

APPRECIATE 

AND LOVE SO,

éééAND NOW 

YOU KNOW  Rev. Sherlock Delph (left) is one of the founding 

members of POMS along with Revs. Leslie Millar 
(right) (deceased) and Benson Wilson (center).    

I represent a cohort, 

begun half a century ago, 

such a blessed privilege to 
knowé.. 

 
Bertie, Doreen, Clement, 
Esther  , Martin, Pauline, 
Vashti,  George, VanTull , 

Gwen, Dinah, Norma, 
Trevor, Roy,  Billy, Claude, 
Handel, Shirley, Yvonne, 
The  Bacchusõ of Kitty, Joy 
Merriman, Doreen Thom,  
Vernon DePeazaéé.Forgive 

unmentioned names. 
 

Your òwan wan duttyó 

helped build our dam, 

thank you,  
thank you, thank you.  

 

We lived in your shadow, 
because of you, we glow. In 
the here after, weõll rejoice 
together, you inspired us to 
goéand glowéand to know. 

The glory of our God 
Above, and of His Grace 

below 
  Sherlock Hugh Sylvanus 

Delph, we do appreciate 

and love so,éééand now 

you know.                            

                                                                
(Kenneth I. Daniels  Oct. 
25 th . 2009.)  



per person 

Rooms (4 persons) - $147 

per person 

Room (5 persons) - $136 per 
person 
Children - $62 
Please note that meals are 
included in the above quotes. 
Pricing for transportation will 
be provided at a later date. 

Persons planning to attend 

are strongly encouraged to 

submit a commitment fee of 

$25.00, by January 30th 

2010, to ensure that rooms 

are booked early. Payment 

in installments is acceptable. 

Final deadline for all pay-

ments is April 1st, 2010.  

Payments by check must be 

POMS Annual Convention 

and Business Meeting will 

once again convene at the 

Country Cupboard Inn in 

Lewisburg, Pennsylvania. It 

will convene on Memorial 

Weekend, May 28-30, 

2010. Plan early to attend 

this special event where you 

would have the opportunity 

to meet and fellowship with 

those you have not seen in 

ages.  

Boarding & meals for the 

event are as follow: 

Room (1 person) - $307 

Rooms (2 persons) - $199 

per person 

Rooms (3 persons) - $165 

made out to POMS with 

ôConventionõ written in the 

memo section. 

Send payments to: 

Mr. Frank Richards, Treasurer 

944 East 34th Street 

Brooklyn, NY 11210 

718-434-6462 

tigseed@aol.com  

 

Mrs. Gloria VanDecruze, 

President 

189-17 Mangin Avenue 

St. Albans, NY 11412  
718-454-7678 
gvandecruze@aol.com 
 

Annual Convention & Business Meeting at Country Cupboard 
Inn in May 28-30, 2010. 

c/o Mrs. Gloria VanDecruze 

189-17 Mangin Avenue 

St. Albans, NY 11412  

Phone: 718-454-7678 

E-mail: gvandecruze@aol.com 

Weõre on the Web! 

www.pilgrimoverseas.org 

The Pilgrim Overseas Missionary Society is a non-profit organization whose mission is to support the 

work of the church in Guyana. Over the last 25 years it has helped build and repair churches, sup-

ported development projects at Camp Wesleyana, sponsored children and youths attending camps, 

offered scholarships to high school students, and made annual contributions to the Ruimveldt Chil-

drenõs Home and Care Center. The current executive board members are: 

President - Gloria VanDecruze ; Vice President ð Leon Jackman 

Treasurer ð Frank Richards; Secretary ð Sharon Richards 

Youth Coordinator & Assistant Secretary ð Grantley Trotman 

Members at large: John DõAnjou, Devian Daniels, Kenneth Daniels, Leonard Lewis, James Sydney 

The Executive Committee meets every third Saturday of the month. Any member can attend the Execu-

tive Committee meeting by simply notifying the President.  

Country Cupboard Inn in 
Lewisburg, Pennsylvania.  

PROMOTING A LIFESTYLE OF HOLINESS 

P I L G R I M  O V E R S E A S  M I S S I O N A R Y  S O C I E T Y   
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